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St. Nicholas' Episcopal Church/ 302-368-4655  
The ANCHOR of our soul is Jesus – Hebrews 6:19 

 
Greetings! 

One of our parish activities in May will be a Brown Bag Book 
Club.  The idea was to read a book and come together in the late 
afternoon to discuss it around a table (with our brown bags of food).  
Alice Edgell has organized what I hope will be the first of many book 
studies. This one will last for three weeks, meeting on Tuesdays.  
You can see more details inside this newsletter.  It’s not too late to 
work it into your schedule. 

How important it is for us to have opportunities to engage in 
theological reflection!  We have scripture passages and a sermon to 
spark our thinking each Sunday.  But not only scripture—or a 
sermon—should inspire our thoughts about how God is working in our 
lives and in the world.  But, really, anything we read from the 
newspaper to a novel can lead us to wonder what this may say about 
God‘s presence and God’s will. 

More specifically, for centuries people have written about 
their encounters with the divine.  As many of you know I have 
personal favorites:  Julian of Norwich, Teresa of Avila and John of 
the Cross.  In the church we call these folks “mystics,” for they are 
able to discern more about the work of the Spirit than many of us 
can. 

However, Dr. Fredrica Harris Thompsett, retired from 
teaching at the Episcopal Divinity School, said all of us are 
theologians!  We don’t have to be mystics or have had a near death 
experience of heaven, however, to think theologically.  We can simply 
pray that our eyes of our hearts will be open to what the Spirit may 
be saying to us through what we read and through the conversations 
we have with others who are seeking, as we are, to know God more 
clearly. 

Peace always,  Elizabeth+ 

From the Pastor’s Pen       
 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Announcements 
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“Mark your calendar for 
St. Nicholas’ 50th 
Anniversary celebrations 
on May 17 and 18.” 
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OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY NEARS –  
 

Mark your calendar for St. Nicholas’ 50th Anniversary celebrations on 
May 17 and 18.  Yes, it’s been a short 50 years since our beginnings in 1964!  
Old-timers will find it fun to reminisce, and newcomers will be amazed by our 
origins and growth throughout the years.   Displays, surprises, refreshments, 
and other fun will begin on Saturday, May 17, 4-6 p.m.   Also, there will be a 
short, spoken service with Bishop Wayne Wright and dedication of our new 
stained glass panels at 4:30 p.m.   The Sunday service on May 18 will be 
followed by a special coffee hour afterwards and the displays and surprises, 
too.   Do come celebrate on either or both days!  And watch for publicity in 
the 55 Hours section of the News Journal that weekend.  Former priests, 
members and friends have been invited.  We hope to have many of our 
current members welcoming them on both Saturday and Sunday. 

 

STAINED GLASS UPDATE -   
All of our new stained glass panels are expected to be finished 

and hung for their May 17 dedication as part of the 50th anniversary 
celebrations.  A friend of David Butters will frame the last four, as he 
also did the two that are already hanging.  All of us on the glass-making 
team hope you will be inspired by the subject matter that reflects who 
we are as a 21st century parish and impressed by our newfound or 
relearned glass-making skills!  We truly know that The Spirit was with 
us during every step of the process!  Without a lot of “extra help” this 
project would not have been accomplished.  Thanks be to God!   

Team members: please be in touch with Wanda to see what parts 
of final finishing you might be able to help with—when and where.  The 
goal is to have them ready for framing by May 8 (or before).  Thanks! 
 
SUMMERFEST 2014 – Killen’s Pond State Park  (Check out page 4) 

Saturday, June 14 from 10:30 am – There’ll be lots of singing, 
food, games and fun.  Our own David Zipse will be playing his keyboard.  
There will be organized children, youth and adult games in the morning 
and again after the BBQ.  Great time for everyone!! 

To see all that’s happening and to register: 
http://www.dioceseofdelaware.net/news-and-events/summer-fest/  

To be reimbursed for registration, see Elizabeth+. 
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Brown Bag Book Club will meet in May 
 
 It’s time to read, think about, and discuss Eben Alexander’s near death experience as 
described in his book, Proof of Heaven.  Whether you signed up for the discussions or not, 
everyone is welcome to come on the Tuesdays of May 6, 13, and 20 from 4 to 5 pm in the 
meeting room next to the kitchen.  We’ll talk about what we think God is telling us (or not) 
through this book and about some of the controversy the book engendered after publication.  
Because we’ll meet earlier in the day than originally thought, we’ll make coffee and tea 
available; you can “brown bag” your own cookie! 
 The paperback edition of the book is available at Kmart, Barnes and Noble, and 
Amazon – and just about everywhere books are sold.  The list price is $15.99; some offer a 
discount. 
 
Our “Emmaus Road” Moment by the Rev. Ken Kesselus speaking about that time after we 
have heard the scripture readings and the sermon and are about to receive communion— 
 

“With the word of God still resonating in our minds, drawing out the meaningful 
contexts of our lives, we reach the altar rail and literally experience the reality of love and 
grace and the one-ness we have with God and each another. Everything is focused on the love 
that is God – that is the resurrected Jesus in our presence. Everything is as it should be as 
we recall in peace the moment that expresses all the values of God. 

This experience regularly re-empowers us to walk with the resurrected Jesus 
throughout the rest of the week, at work and home, at school and play. On our journeys of 
faith, we find truth in action, in living out the daily reality of re-calling Jesus to our 
presence. 

Again and again, like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we can overcome our 
discouragement, our sense of being lost, and go to where the re-birthed action lies. The 
resurrected Jesus can show us that the forces of evil and destruction will not prevail against 
the power of love.” 
 
 
 

Hear A Shepherd’s Tale on May 11th 

 
 
 Have you ever wondered what happened later in their lives to people featured 
in Bible stories?  About how God’s presence influenced the rest of their lives?  For 
example, what might life have been like for the shepherds who witnessed the 
heralding angels on the night of Jesus’ birth – and then worshiped the Baby Jesus?   
 Let your imagination enjoy a fictional account of those shepherds’ lives in a 
short play read to us by some of our parishioners on Sunday, May 11th.  Come hear A 
Shepherd’s Tale and bring your kids and grandkids, too. 
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 Birthdays    Baptisms      Marriages 

 5 Fred Masterson       1 James Stafford                  20 Amy (Bowman) & Todd Gleason 

 5 John Ferenz            8 Jevon Steven Johnson       27 Andy & Betty Dehel        

13 Gil Beckett      10 Dain Simons            

16 Joe Redden      13 Elizabeth Simons Gleason 

18 Sue Corbett      18 John Ferenz 

22 Brandon Kent      20 Matthew Greenplate 

        20 Jalen Davis 
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Blessings on your . . .   
 

 

 


