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St. Nicholas' Episcopal Church/ 302-368-4655  
The ANCHOR of our soul is Jesus – Hebrews 6:19 

 
Greetings, 

Donald Rumsfeld, a former secretary of defense, answered a 
question about our government’s knowledge regarding a certain situation: “ . 
. . there are known knowns; there are things we know that we know. There 
are known unknowns; that is to say, there are things that we now know we 
don't know. But there are also unknown unknowns – there are things we do 
not know we don't know.” 

He and St. Paul are probably in some sort of final “bracket” of who 
can create the most turgid prose.  But St. Paul explained much the same 
concept of knowledge much more poetically in the 13th chapter of his first 
letter to the Christian assembly in Corinth:  “For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then face to face.  Now I know in part, but then I shall know 
just as I also am known.” 

When we are still on our earthly journey, we cannot know God 
completely.  All that Holy Scripture offers us are glimmers of God’s grace 
and glory.  Participation in the sacraments also gives us bits of knowledge 
about God’s loving-kindness toward humanity.  But we must confront the 
mystery of God by saying (as did the father of a very ill boy in asking 
Jesus to heal his son): “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.”  (Mark 
9:24) 

As Holy Week approaches, we may ponder the mysteries of the 
Incarnation and the Resurrection.  We believe God came to live as one of 
us in Jesus.  We believe that Jesus Christ defeated death and through his 
resurrection offers us eternal life, enveloped in God’s never-failing love. 

But we do not know what the life to come will be like.  There may 
well be “unknown unknowns” concerning what happens after our death.  
Perhaps this is one of the reasons we humans so fear death. 

Our worship during Holy Week—Palm Sunday through Easter—can 
help us be more at peace with the “unknown unknowns.”  By leading us 
through the final days of Jesus’ life and by helping us experience 
amazement over his resurrection, the services during Holy Week can 
enable us to see anew how God can redeem and transform even the most 
difficult and horrific circumstances.  

From the Pastor’s Pen       
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Holy Week Schedule 
 
April 13 – Palm Sunday Worship @ 10 am – Blessing of the Palms, 

dramatic reading of the Passion gospel, and Holy Eucharist 
April 15 – Tuesday @ 7 pm: Stations of the Cross – a half-hour 

walking meditation (14 stations) about the events leading to Jesus’ crucifixion 
(You can sit during each station as needed.) 

April 17 – Maundy Thursday @ 6 pm – Simple supper, foot washing and 
Eucharist.  The altar is stripped at the end of this service. 

April  18 – Good Friday @ 12 noon – Solemn Collects, Reserve 
Sacrament Communion and Veneration of the Cross 

       @ 7 pm – Ecumenical Worship @ St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Pastors Barbara Auer, John Paderson, and Elizabeth 
Masterson will be leading the service. 

April 20 – Easter Sunday @ 10 am – Festive Eucharist 

 

 Come join with your sisters and brothers in Christ during this most 
holy time of the year to open your hearts and ponder the mystery of Jesus 
Christ.  Then both comforted and strengthened, you may go into world to 
serve in Christ’s name. 
Peace,  Elizabeth+ 
 

Excerpt from a reflection on Maundy Thursday by the Rev. 
Machrina L. Blasdell: 

“Jesus was the Passover sacrifice. 
“And so when we come together for the Eucharist, to commemorate 

the Lord’s Supper, the Last Supper, and we break that bread, it is much more 
than simply breaking bread that we may share it out among the gathered 
community. It is breaking Jesus all over again, that he may be the ritual 
sacrifice for us. We break the bread. We break the Body. We 
break his body, as we have broken our promises, our commitments, our 
relationships, our community. All. Over. Again. This is a pivotal point of the 
Eucharist, a pivotal point of our Maundy Thursday story, when Jesus is taken 
whole and consecrated to God, and then broken on the altar of our sins. 

“In the record of the synoptic gospels, Jesus and the disciples are 
nourished, body and soul, in the breaking of bread and the sharing of a meal, 
much as we commemorate in our Eucharist. 
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Dr. Tony Campolo preached a now famous sermon ‘’It’s Friday…but Sunday’s Coming’’; 
referring to the dark defeat of Good Friday that blossoms into the sweet fragrance of 
Easter. It’s all about perspective and what a tremendous difference it makes. As we wind our 
way through Lent toward this days that are forever linked; we are reminded daily how 
difficult it is to follow the Way of the Cross. Though Jesus was well aware of his mission, his 
disciples, friends and family didn’t always seem to be aware of where Jesus’ mission would 
lead. He tried to prepare them at every chance for what was coming…evil days followed by 
God’s greatest triumph on earth, death itself working backwards. At one point, Peter finally 
understands just enough to urge Jesus to turn away from Jerusalem, but Jesus knows he has 
to go. Those days before Jesus’ arrest and death must have been strange days indeed. Jesus 
knows he’s getting closer to the cross, while his disciples, following the amazement of the 
Transfiguration and the astounding raising of Lazarus from the grave must have thought ‘’At 
last this thing is getting off the ground! He’s the real deal! The real Messiah!’’ 

Perspective is everything. 
So all the strange days end up in a very strange meal and foot washing and then Jesus 

is arrested. Beaten. Crucified. Died and was buried. Now they’re in hiding, all hope gone. 
What they didn’t know on that Friday was that Sunday was coming, as Dr. Campolo 

reminds us. And it was a Sunday like no other; a Sunday full of even stranger encounters with 
the Divine than any they had ever known. Their perspective was changed. They were changed. 
We all walk through difficult times in life. And trouble, when you’re in it, can seem endless. 
Hopeless.  

That’s when we need a Resurrection perspective. ‘’Be joyful, though you have 
considered all the facts’’, said poet Wendell Berry. That is when, if we allow it, the Holy 
Spirit can kindle fresh fire in our hearts.  In faith we can believe that no matter how long 
our Friday is, the sweet breeze and fresh sunlight of Easter is not far behind. Amen 
 
Barbara Scira 
 

 “In John’s gospel, there is a different kind of breaking, a different sort of 
nourishment. For John, Jesus is the sacrificial figure, but the emphasis here is not on the 
Eucharist. So that when Jesus washes feet, he is offering nourishment of a different sort. 
When he breaks himself, lowers himself, to take on water bowl and towel and perform this 
lowly act of comfort, he is giving life to the words: “Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 “The love of Jesus, the love of God, the love of neighbor, is more than breaking bread 
in church. It is emptying oneself in love and modesty to be filled with the spirit of God in 
service to our neighbors.” 
    Source:  Sermons that Work – Maundy Thursday, 2014 
 
A Resurrection Perspective 
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 Birthdays    Baptisms      Marriages 

 2 Aurora Madison       7 Denisha Fanning         29 Linda & Richard Wallace 

 7 Renee Robinson            7 Dakarai Judah King                     

 8 Elizabeth Osborne      7 Alanii Belgrave            

17 Margaret Prothero     11 Jean Meredith 

17 Jennifer Meredith     12 James Clemens, Jr. 

22 Carolyn Bowman      12 Crisandy Ortega 

27 Sara Hughes      16 Savannah Schulte 

28 Don DeGraff      17 Tyler Wallace 

        22 Liz Hankins                                             

From around the Episcopal Church – A Homeless Jesus:     
 
AA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Anchor” is St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church 
Published by:  10 Old Newark Rd., Newark DE 19711 
   302-368-4655 

website: stnicholasde.org 
   e-mail:  st.nicholas.newark@gmail,com 
   Wayne Buchanan - Editor  

Blessings on your . . .   
 

 

St. Alban’s Church, Davidson, NC –  
  The rector, David Buck, hopes that this 
sculpture “conveys to our own church that 
we understand our faith is expressed 
through working with and for the 
marginalized in society which the homeless 
Jesus represents well . . . the statue 
reminds [us that] people of faith have this 
challenge before them. 

    

 


