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St. Nicholas' Episcopal Church/ 302-368-4655  
The ANCHOR of our soul is Jesus – Hebrews 6:19 

Greetings, 

        We sometimes describe the Episcopal Church as a "big tent" where 

people with various points of view theologically, socially, spiritually and 

even politically can worship together, receive Holy Communion together, 

and seek Christ in each other.  Robin Williams--yes, the comedian is an 

Episcopalian--said one of the ten best things about being an Episcopalian is 

that you'll always be able to find at least one other Episcopalian who 

agrees with you! 

         There's another perspective about this idea of church as "big tent" 

that I encountered in a book by a rather stylistically unorthodox, although 

theologically quite orthodox, Lutheran pastor named Nadia Bolz-Weber. 

 She's written a memoir about her journey from stand-up comedian and 

drug addict to Lutheran pastor entitled Pastrix: the Cranky and Beautiful 

Faith of a Saint and Sinner.  Please only choose to read it if you will not be 

offended by non-pastor-like street language! 

          That being said, I was taken with her reflection on the story of 

Philip's encounter with the Ethiopian official who is a eunuch (Acts 8). 

 Nadia said the question of who can be included in church led her to this 

conclusion: "I can only look at the seemingly limited space under the tent 

and think it's my job to change people so they fit or it's my job to extend 

the roof so they fit.  Either way it's misguided because it's not my tent. 

 It's God's tent . . . The wideness of the tent is my concern only insofar as 

it points to the great mercy and love of a God who welcomes all of us as 

friends." 

          As we begin this new church year, let us rejoice in how God has 

blessed us at St. Nicholas' with so many different friends of God. Let our 

"big tent," along with the "big heart" we claim as part of our identity, be a 

cause for rejoicing as we proclaim by both our words and our lives the 

Good News of God in Christ. 

           Faithfully, Elizabeth+  

 

Worship on Christmas Day: A spoken Eucharist celebrated at 10 a.m.  

Please join us in prayer before Christmas Day festivities. 

From the Pastor’s Pen       
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 Dec 7th-St. Nicholas Festival 10:00 am-2:00 pm. We are still 

looking for vendors. We will be raffling off three baskets: [1] 

Chocolate [2] Beauty [3] Winter Beverage. If you have any items for 

these baskets let me know by Thurs., Dec 5. We also will be needing 

homemade soups, baked goods and volunteers. Mr. and Mrs. Santa will 

be there so bring your children and grandchildren to have their picture 

taken with Santa. We will have a secret Santa Shop for the children to 

buy gifts for family members. There will be 2 parishioners doing book 

signings. Come and enjoy with us. 

 Dec 14th-The Christmas Dinner. It will be at 6:00 pm. Meat 

and Vegetarian main courses will be provided. Please sign up for 

appetizers, side dishes, or desserts. Cost will be $5.00 per person for 

entree. Any money above our cost will be put into the Outreach Fund. 

Plan to bring an inexpensive gift (no more than $10.00 but less is fine) 

for our usual "ooh - aah and then steal" gift exchange. 

 

 Third Sunday in Advent: a St. Nicholas' Readers' Theatre will 

present "The Baker's Dozen" during worship. 

 

 Vestry Meetings: Dec. 8 and Jan. TBD  - so all Vestry members 

can be present for a Mutual Ministry Review. 

 

 Annual Parish Meeting will take place after worship on Sunday, 

January 19: Voting for new Vestry members, presentation of the 

parish budget for 2014, and a time for questions about the parish. 

 

 Christmas Eve services  

At St. Thomas's (276 S. College Ave.) 5:30 pm Carol Sing; 6:00 pm 

Festive Eucharist - Elizabeth+ will preside at Eucharist. 

At St. Nicholas' - 7:30 pm Festive Eucharist - Elizabeth+ will preach 

and preside at Eucharist.  

_________________ 

From Steve Hankins - While cleaning out old papers that Liz and I 
collected, I found the following article:   
 “From a purely secular point of view perhaps we might, for a moment, 

take a look at what we like to call the Holiday Season. It of course starts 

with....Thanksgiving....Hanukkah then our revered Christmas and ends up on 

New Years Day.                               (continued on page 3) 
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Blessings on your . . .   

 

  

   December 

 

 Birthdays    Baptisms      Marriages 

 1 Tyler Wallace       1 Rain Dehel           8 Lil & George Seward 

 9 John Leighton Redden      2 LuAnn Smith                      

13 Liz Hankins                 2 Lynn Grier                  

16 Judy Kuria                      4 Destiney Rash                

18 Betty Dehel                 7 Joel Greenberg 

19 Wayne Buchanan       7 Samuel Witman       

20 Dain Simons     17 Mark Hughes              

24 Nicolette Shuhart             22 Elizabeth Masterson+ 

28 Anna C. Scalise              24 Carolyn Bowman 

29 Rachel Bowman Davis     30 Catriona Buchanan 

31 Madeline Shuhart            

  “If we have celebrated Thanksgiving Day in its proper spirit it should start us off to 

a very successful and fulfilling Holiday Season.  Unless we are truly thankful and grateful 

for the blessings the Lord has seen fit to bestow upon us we can in no way enter into the 

Christmas Season with any promise of success. Our choice of parents, our nationality (born 

into or chosen) and our faith makes us the most fortunate people on this earth. If we 

should ever doubt this, in any way, we have only to pick up a newspaper any day and read 

about how the rest of the world is getting along. We sometimes become smug and 

complacent regarding our positions and circumstances, forgetting the above and giving all 

the credit to ourselves.  Then along comes Christmas! We celebrate the birth of the Christ 

Child who could have, for all intents and purposes, lived a good life, as it was measured in 

His time, if he had not listened to His Father but had given in to the blandishments of the 

greatest con-man in history, Satan, and had forgotten His purpose - the savior of mankind. 

His birth, rebellion, suffering, death and resurrection is the greatest reason for 

thanksgiving that could ever be imagined. Maybe if we concentrate our thinking along these 

lines it will give us the most rewarding Christmas of our lives. Remember we must start out 

with thanks and end up with thanks for the greatest gift to man - the birth of Christ. 

 Merry Christmas!!” 

 

-From the December 1984 edition of “The Score” - the newsletter of St. Nicholas’ 

Episcopal Church, and written by the editor Mr. John P. Yocum (Liz Hankins dad) 
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 January 

 

 Birthdays    Baptisms      Marriages 

 8 Nakia Belgrave       8 Steve Hankins            

13 Jevon Johnson            9 Jessica Grieten                      

15 David Zipse                13 Chloe Fontello                  

16 Shelby Grier                14 Madeline Shuhart                

19 Michelle Goff                28 Joshua Grieten 

20 Sarah Kahl Picollelli                 Anna Scalise       

26 Elizabeth Simons Gleason             

27 Scott Edgell       

31 Wesley Meredith             

                                            

ASSISTANCE NEEDED: Hilary Taylor is in desperate need of help. I just met this wonderful 

woman, and we very quickly became friends. She is from England, but has lived here many years. 

Her occupation, although she doesn’t earn any money from it, is taking care of wild, injured 

animals. Hilary is 66 years old now, and she has been taking care of God’s creatures all of her 

life. She takes care of turtles, a baby opossum separated from its mother, rabbits, a fox, etc., 

etc. School children come out to visit, and she talks with them about each animal. She has nursed 

all kinds of animals back to health for about 50 years in this country, and she loves what she 

does. She is the DE Wildlife Rehabilitation for New Castle County.   

 Hilary’s husband is retired from Chrysler, and since they have no financial assistance, 

they are doing all of this with his pension. They’re pretty much tied down, because the animals 

need to be cared for each day, and she said that she desperately needs some carpentry work 

done on the cages.  I was wondering if a few kind people from St. Nicholas would volunteer to 

help Hilary.  I will put a sign up sheet in the Narthex. She lives on Red Lion Road.  If you have 

any questions, you can call me or see me in church. 

       -Barbara Redden  
 
 
“The Anchor” is St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church 
published by:  10 Old Newark  Rd., Newark DE 19711 
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   e-mail:  st.nicholas.newark@gmail,com 
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